C.E.R.T.
Summary of Innovative Measures

Throughout all three sessions, participant names were drawn randomly for prizes, as a tool to help participants build their home 72-Hour Preparedness Kits.  Set up for the classes included:  

Session 1:  Disaster & Emergency Preparedness Overview.  Each table was equipped with the following for each participant: Notebooks that contained information on topics to be covered, Instructors Contact Information, notebook paper for notes, an Ice Breaker Activity Sheet “If You Were Stranded on a Desert Island”; “I Am Prepared!” pens; bright colored flashlights, name tags, and “City and County of Broomfield’s ‘All-Hazard’ Preparedness Guides.  
Tables were set up for six participants at each table (this worked well, and encouraged group participation.)  Snacks provided were:  a variety of cookies, veggie trays, goldfish crackers, and bottled water.  

Simple facts, including some preparedness questions, were placed on the white board to encourage thoughts on preparedness, such as:  “How many Tornadoes touched down yesterday?”  “Twinkies are good for how many years?” 

Twinkies were determined as the “perfect” 72-Hour Preparedness food, since most of us agreed that they probably have a shelf life of at least 80 years.  (This fun fact was something that was an impromptu idea which created an atmosphere of fun when participants were awarded Twinkies for correct answer to a variety of questions.)

Session 2:  Broomfield Hazards, Shelter-In-Place, Evacuation, Home Security & Personal Safety.  Fanny packs, buckle-up key chains, and name tags were set at each place.  
Questions on the white board consisted of information that was learned during the first session.  A review was conducted and these questions were referred to and were useful to reiterate information that was learned during the first session.
An activity conducted during the Home Security module was that each table was provided with a picture of a home and instructed to identify the crime prevention techniques that were being used, and/or what crime prevention suggestions would they make.  

A special drawing was conducted for a cross-cut paper shredder following the module on Identity Theft.  
Snacks provided were:  A variety of cookies, veggie trays, gold fish crackers, and bottled water.

Some of the questions placed on the white board were:  “How many calls per minute can Reverse 9-1-1 send out simultaneously?”  “What does EOC stand for?”  “How much water do you need per person, per day, for adequate survival?”  “How many days in 72-Hours?”  “Name two types of Early Warning Systems.”
Session 3:  Fire Prevention, Home Hazards, Child Safety, Home Evacuation, Terrorism.  Live fire suppression was the highlight of the evening.  This was conducted by North Metro Fire Rescue in the west parking lot area at the back of the building.  
Gun locks, name tags, and “Twinkies” with labels that stated: “In Case of Emergency, Tear Open Package” were placed at each seat.  
Drawings during this session included fire extinguishers, smoke alarms, and carbon monoxide alarms.
Participants who completed all three sessions were awarded a Certificate of Completion, a weather radio, and a fire security box.  These were presented in a simple “graduation” ceremony, where names were called and all of the presenter’s congratulated each person receiving certificates.  The Chief of Police was not always available to assist with the presentation of certificates, so a Sergeant assisted with this.

Some of the questions placed on the white board were:  “How many children does Kent have?”  “How much water does Kent need for his family for 72 hours?”  “How many pet carriers does Joleen need if she were evacuating her home to a designated shelter?”  “What does EAS stand for?”  

Some of the comments received on evaluations were:

“Awesome!  Your devotion as a staff was incredible!  I loved the relaxed atmosphere mixed with laughter and seriousness.  I acquired so much knowledge.  I appreciate all of your passion regarding this subject!”

“Thank you for the time and personal sacrifices that you each made to put this together for us!”

“Very well done by all!”

“Excellent staff/course content.  Thank you for your efforts.”

“Great crowd, good speakers, very knowledgeable.  I expected a lot, and got a lot.  Thank you!”
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